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The Banquet of the Virtues  

A Sermon for the 13th Sunday after Pentecost  

 �´�+�H���I�H�O�O���R�Q���K�L�V���I�D�F�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���+�L�V���I�H�H�W�����J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�D�Q�N�V���µ 

 One day, so says an old legend, God gave a banquet for all of his 

servants, and a really grand feast it was. All the virtues came and had a 

fine time. Humility was there sitting in the lowest place at the table. 

Charity was cutting the meat without rationing it. Patience was there 

�D�Q�G���G�L�G�Q�·�W���P�L�Q�G���D�W���D�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�H�G���O�D�V�W�����)�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���+�R�S�H���V�D�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U����
Everyone was having a wonderful time. 

 At the height of the banquet Charity noticed that two of the vir-

tues were strangers to each other. He was surprised because he thought 

they were always together and he had purposely placed them side by 

side for just that reason. He came down to them and asked each one 

whether she had met her partner before. When they said that they had 

not, Charity introduced them:  

 �´�.�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V�����,���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X���W�R���P�H�H�W���*�U�D�W�L�W�X�G�H���µ 

 Both the virtues were so surprised to find out who the other was. 

Kindness said to Gratitude: 

 �´�:�H���D�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����:�K�H�U�H���R�Q�H���R�I���X�V���L�V���W�K�H��
�R�W�K�H�U���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H�����E�X�W���Z�K�H�Q���P�H�Q���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���W�K�H�\���G�R�Q�·�W���J�L�Y�H���J�U�D�W�L��
�W�X�G�H�����,�V�Q�·�W���L�W���D���S�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�O�O�\���P�H�W���E�H�I�R�U�H�"�µ 

 It is a pity, a great pity, that kindness and gratitude so seldom 

�P�H�H�W�����%�X�W���L�W���L�V���W�U�X�H�����7�K�L�V���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�·�V���*�R�V�S�H�O���J�L�Y�H�V���X�V���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���L�W����
To make it worse some of the most ungrateful people in the world are 

children. No matter what is done for them, some children are not 

grateful. From the day they are born they are always receiving 


