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Introduction

Welcome to Lighted Lanterns
A Catholic Language Arts Program

By definition, language arts are the subjects —reading, spelling, literature, and
composition—that aim at developing the student's comprehension and capacity for use
of written and oral language.

The Lighted Lanterns approach to language arts is based around the natural
method of learning. With the natural method, the child learns to write from model
examples by a.process of copy, dictate, compare and repeat. Reading, spelling, and
comprehensionaredeveloped along with the copywork, dictation and narrations.

Lighted Lanterns Pre-Level is a stepping stone to the process of copywork and
dictation. With this Level, we assume the student has some familiarity with beginning
reading and writing. It'is net a course to learn to form letters, but a review and
expansion of letters learned: Short writing assignments, poems, rhymes, riddles,
jokes, short stories and lines for narrations round out the program and help prepare
the student for Lighted Lanterns keyeél A

How to use this program:

This book consists of 26 lessons, one for each letter of the alphabet, and extra
writing practice pages in the back of the book.

Each lesson contains the following components:

Writing Practice: Space for practicing the lesson’s letter is provided as well as a
short sentence fragment for copywork practice. As always, tailor this to fit your
student. If tracing and writing out is too much, pick one or the‘other. Tracing
one day and writing it out another time may also be an option.

Fill in the Blanks: Write the lesson’s letter to complete the words.

Writing Assignment: Safety tips, phonics principles, etc. are used for short
writing assignments. An extra line is given in these assignments for the teacher
to write out the words the student is to write. Some students may not need this
help, but for many young writers, having the words they are to write positioned
directly above the line they are to write on is beneficial.
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Alphabet Rhyme: A nursery rhyme based on each letter is used for a letter search
activity. Encourage the reading and memorization of the rhymes.

*Catholic Nursery Rhymes by Sister Mary Gertrude*

Short Story: A short saint story for each letter is provided. You may want to use the
stories for narrations.

Capital Practice: The capital version of the lesson’s letter is given practice space.

Just for Fun: short letter rhymes, jokes, tongue twisters, etc. for each letter.
Encourage thereading and memorization of these as they are excellent exercises
for the oral portion of language arts.

Narration: Narration is anintegral part of language arts. To narrate is simply to tell
(as a story) in detail. Itiis an.excellent gauge of how much your student knows
about a subject. Most childrenaren’t born with the gift of narrating genius,
most need to develop the skill just as théy do reading and writing. Your child
typically narrates to you all the time; whenever they are telling you about any
thing they see or experience. Encourage this natural narration by asking
pertinent questions to help the child form.a coherent series of events.

Here, lines are provided for you to write down'yeur-student’s narration. You can
use the saint story provided, a different book or story the child is familiar with,
or any event in the child’s life.

Extra Activity: Something fun — picture to color, drawing-assignment, etc.— to
finish off each lesson.

The Extra Practice section at the back of the book can be used in conjunction with
the lessons or as needed.



Introduction

Sample Schedule:

This book has 26 lessons which leaves you with many options for completing it.
Below is a sample of what one week could possibly look like.

Day 1 - Read séntence fragment on the first page of the lesson.

Complete the'Writing Practice section.

Day 2 - Fill in the Blanks
Read the Alphabet Rhyme

Day 3 - Complete the Writing Assignment
Read the Alphabet Rhyme again and do theletter search activity.

Day 4 - Read the Short Story
Complete the Capital Practice
Write down your student’s Narration

Read the Just for Fun piece

Day 5 - Extra Activity
Re-read the Alphabet Rhyme and/or Just for Fun piece.



Lesson 1
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Trace the words then write them on the line below.
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Write your name.
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Practice writing your name on the lines below.
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Lesson 1

S St. Ambrose

St. Ambrose was born a long time ago in the
country that we know of as France. When St. Ambrose
was born though, it was known as Gaul. His father
was a Roman prefect— that means that he was one of
the men that helped rule Gaul for the Roman Empire.

When St._ Ambrose was a baby, a swarm of bees
came and landed/on his face and left a little honey on
his lips. His fatherthought this was a sign that his son
would one day be@ powerful speaker. And he was
right! St. Ambrose gréw up'to become a bishop and a
doctor of the Church and is considered to be one of the
greatest preachers of the early Cathelic Church.

Look close at his picture. Do yotr see the bees?

Many pictures of St. Ambrose have bees, or béehives in them because of the story of

the bees when he was a baby.

Mo,

__ Trace the letters then write them on the line below.
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T_ Lesson 1

Why was the baby ant so confused?

Because all of his uncles
were ants!

Write it down!
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E Lesson 1

Angels are usually drawn with wings and a halo. Draw a picture of an

angel with wings and a halo in the box below.




Lesson 8
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Trace t%\en write them on the line below.

w%%%@ A
%

Y 4
Trace the words then write them on the line below.
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Write your name.
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Lesson 8

S Help!

Do you know what to do if you lose your parents in a public place

like in a store or at the park?
The answer is: Do not go looking for them!

Immediately ask someone who works there to help you.
Tell themythat you have been separated from your parents and need help
finding'them. You can easily get more lost if you go off trying to find
your parents on your own.

Trace and write the sentence below.

There are 6 capital  ’s and
9 small N’s in this nursery

rhyme.

Draw a circle around each one

you find.
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Lesson 8

S St. Hunna

Have you ever heard of dukes and duchesses? They are people who are
related to kings and queens. It used to be that dukes and duchesses were very
important people who owned much land and

usually were quite wealthy.

This story is about Hunna, the daughter of a
well-to-do duke whogrew up and married another
duke. Most dukes’and duchesses did not have
much to do with/people who were not as wealthy

and powerful as they*were«~, Hunna was different.

Hunna and her husband were Christians and
Hunna felt the need to serve others. She was very
aware of the poor living conditions.of thepeasants
and servants around her. She started to’go‘out eve-

ry day and offer to wash their dirty clothesfor them. Hunna would gather up cloth-

ing and wash them herself and soon became.known as.the ‘holy washerwoman’.

It wasn’t long before Hunna was doing much'mere than just washing clothes.

She was helping with cooking, cleaning, child care, and instructing people on
washing their bodies regularly, which was not a commen practice at that time.
She helped to bathe the elderly or infirm who couldn’t manage©n: their own.

St. Hunna was a shining example of true charity: lovingand caring for her
neighbor for the love of our Lord.

__ Trace the letters then write them on the line below.

%%%%%%
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What did the horse say when it fell?
T've fallen ahd can’t giddyup!

Write it down!
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E Lesson 8

Your home is the heart of your family. It is a very special place.

Draw a picture of your home in the box below.

Trace the word and then write it on your own.

fame
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