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Obedience 



Fourth Commandment - First Part                                                                           
�6�W�����3�D�X�O���W�K�H���6�L�P�S�O�H�n�V���2�E�H�G�L�H�Q�F�H 

 In days long gone by, there lived in the desert with the great St. An-
tony a holy but simple monk called Paul. Whatever his Superior told him 
to do, he did at once without ever asking the reason of the command.  

 St. Antony, knowing that obedience is one of the virtues most pleas-
ing to God, and seeing his disciple anxious to practise it, resolved to exer-
cise him continually in it, that he might gain more and more merit for 
Heaven.  

 Sometimes he told him to take a pitcher, go to the river, and fill it 
with water, then bring it to him. When this was done, he poured it on the 
ground and told him to go for more. Paul did this with the greatest pleas-
ure, and without showing any sign of being annoyed at what his Superior 
had done. 

 At other times he told him to make a basket, as the monks of those 
days were in the habit of doing. Paul made it with the greatest care, and 
brought it to St. Antony. As soon as he looked at it, he told his disciple to 
take it all to pieces, and make it over again. Paul did so, joyfully, without 
saying a word.  

 Again, St. Antony ordered him to make a coat out of some cloth that 
had been given him. Paul made the coat very neatly and carefully, and 
�E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�W���W�R���W�K�H���6�D�L�Q�W�����Z�K�R���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�L�P�����´�0�\���V�R�Q�����W�K�H���F�R�D�W���L�V���Z�H�O�O���P�D�G�H����
but just go back to your cell, and take out every stitch you have put in one 
�E�\���R�Q�H�����D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���L�W���R�Y�H�U���D�J�D�L�Q���µ���3�D�X�O���G�L�G���V�R���D�W���R�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�X�U�P�X�U�L�Q�J���� 

 It was in this way that he reached the great glory he is now enjoying 
in Heaven.  

�o�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����R�E�H�\���\�R�X�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���D�O�O��

things, for this is well pleasing to the 
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